XIN CHO TOI
Thy L¢ Trang

Bian dich tiéng Anh: Nguyén Khic Phuéc

Xin cho téi gtvi Ioi chédn thanh cam on dén Nhac sy Bang Giang. Anh khong
nhirng la mét nhac sy ky cwu cua nén 4m nhac mién Nam (nhw 101 gidi thiéu
ctia NS Nam Léc trong cubn ASIA gén day) ma anh con la mot nhac sy than
thwrong cua Bién Hoa. Cau bé hoc tro Tran van Khoi ndm xuwa vi qua dam
mé &m nhac da bé hoc, don nha dén & chung véi thay day nhac cta minh.
Bay gio véi tudi hon 70 anh van con giir tdm hén dat dao say mé 4m nhac
nhw thda hoc tro. Sau bao ndm thdng trdm trong cuéc doi c6 nhiéu mat mat,
cé nhiéu thay déi nhung tinh yéu dm nhac trong anh van séng mai...

Nhac si Bing Giang

Trwédc nam 1970 t6i co dip gap nhac sy Béng Giang vai lan, Iuc dé anh con
tré chwa ndi tiéng trong gi¢i &m nhac mién Nam béy gi®, nhung dbi voi
thanh phé Bién Hoa thi anh ciing cé tiéng tdm. Yé&u van nghé va wa thich
hoat déng nhirng ngay |& I&én nhw Giang Sinh, Tét anh thwdng cé mat tham
gia trong d6i van nghé cua cac trai linh & Bién Hoa. Khéng biét co duyén
nao anh Bang Giang biét dwoc chi Mai t6i cé giong hat truyén cam, nén da
tim dén nha t6i xin phép ba me téi cho chi téi di hat dém Giang Sinh gitp vui
cho trai gia binh Bach Dang. Anh ngu®i Nam c&i mé thanh that. Ba me toi
cho chi t6i di hat va t6i co dip di theo thap tung. Tuy c6 giong hat hay nhwng
chwa bao gi® I&n san khau du la san khau nhé ngoai tréi nén chi toi rat b
ng®. Puoc cac anh trong ban nhac huwéng dan cach cdm micro va khuyén
khich nén dém lam ca sy khéng dwoc duwot trwdc cua chi toi cling twong déi
tot dep. Luc dé t6i con nhé lang 1& it noi, ngdi phia sau lwng ban nhac. Cac
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anh trong ban nhac thwong quay lai cho t6i keo "'gum" goi la "nhai cho vui".
Puwoc vai lan di show nhw thé ri théi. it 1au sau téi va hai c6 ban than (Lwu
va Ba) c6 dip quen v&i anh Thdo chd hAm da Céng Khanh & Blru Long. Anh
Thao phéng khoang vui v&, tinh tinh nghé sy. Anh vén vira 1a ban than vira
la ba con clia anh Bang Giang va anh ciing chinh la vi Manh Thwéng Quan
gitp cho nhac sy Bang Giang va nam ca sy Ché Linh thGa hai ngw®i con
trong bong tbi. Anh Thao cé duyén ké chuyén rat hap dan. Anh hay ké
chuyén vé bd ba Bang Giang, Ché Linh va anh vé nhirng quay pha vui choi
cUa thoi tudi tré. Chung toi rat thich nghe anh Thao ké chuyén, nhat 1a doan
ta cac anh lang thang rong choi ngoai dwérng phd hét sach tién bung doi
meo, tiing qua ca ba bam gan vao quan phé kéu an "dai". An udng no né
xong ca ba cung cam cb chay mat. Vai nam sau anh Thao dwgc ngudi cha
giao cho quan Iy hAm da clia gia dinh. C6 tién anh dén quan an xwa tra tién
va xin 16i chil quan, ngwdi chd quan rat ngac nhién.
Tuy b4y gi® 1a thdi diém chién tranh nhwng Bién Hoa van séng phon thinh
é&m Am. Luc nay Am nhac mién Nam c6 nhiéu mau sac dam da, quyén ra.
Nhac tré dang duoc thinh hanh va nhac tién chién cta Poan Chuan, Tw
Linh, Van Cao... van dwoc & mo. Nhac Trinh cdng Son, Pham Duy, Tl céng
Phung, Vi thanh An, Ngb thuy Mién, Trwdng Sa, Hoang thi Tho... va nhirng
nhac sy viét vé linh nhw Tran Thién Thanh, Tric Phwong di sau vao long
tirng 1&p trng Ira tudi moi ngwdi. Thoi gian nay Bang Giang va Ché Linh
dén vé&i lang am nhac mién Nam véi hai tac phadm “Dém buén tinh 18” va “Bai
ca ky niém”. Lan song thu thanh da dwa tiéng hat Ché Linh va Phwong Dung
khap moi noi. Téi va cac ban dang & tudi hoc trd mai I6n vo tw yéu doi.
Nhirng suy tw vé& chién tranh chi thoang qua rdi bién méat. Chung t6i ¢ nhiéu
hoat ddng say mé: 1am b&o, ban bao va dén tién dén Gy lao chién si. Ngoai
ra nhirng hen ho, mo mdng cla tudi hoc trd da cubn chung téi vao mot thé
gidi khac. Chung téi khéng con gap lai anh Thao va cau chuyén cua anh
cung Bang Giang va Ché Linh cling phai dan theo di vang. Twéng chirng da
quén, nhirng ky niém xwa khéng con dip sdng lai. Nhwng khi biét vé nhirng
bai tho phd nhac, tén nhac s§ Bang Giang da dwa tri nhé t6i vé vang ky
niém xa xwa. DU bay gi® da c6 nhiéu thay déi thay dbi that budn trong cudc
doi:
Chi Mai t6i sau con bénh da twr gia coi d&i vao nam 2006 va anh Thao theo
| nhd Ba cho ti hay cling da nam sau trong 16ng huyét lanh. Téi van khong
bao gi®&r quén dwoc dang dap nhé nhan cuda chi t6i trong ta 4o xanh véi
nhirng bai nhac cla Poan Chuan T Linh va téi cling khéng bao gid quén
dwoc nu cwdi hdn nhién tré tho cla anh Théo khi anh ké lai chuyén ngay
Xuwa.
Mai dén dau ndm 2010 t6i mai co dip lién lac v&i anh Bang Giang. Téi guri
bai tho' Tinh Bién cho anh phd nhac. Puoc tiép chuyén véi anh Bang Giang
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qua phén giong anh rdn rang va than tinh “Trang! Em c6 nghe bai Tinh Bién
chwa cho anh biét y kién?” Khi biét t6i chwa nghe bai Tinh Bién anh post qua
ngay cho tdi. Chao oi! Diéu nhac rat nhe nhang, tha thiét tiéng hoa am cua
Cao Ngoc Dung that du dwong va tiéng hat ctia Thuy An that mém mai dé
thwong. Tim t6i nhw nhay ra ngoai 16ng ngwc. Téi hét to trong phdn "Em
nghe rdi bai nhac dé thwong qua em thich 1am!". Khéng biét anh Bang Giang
cd bj chai tai vi tiéng hét cta tdi khong chir chéng tdi bi mot phen hu hon.
DPang xem TV anh &y phai bd ra xem chuyén gi da xay ra cho téi. Sau khi
biét chac chén d6 chi la con cdm xtc qua mét bai nhac, anh cwdi 1ac dau va
bd vao phong. Néu bay gi& khéng 1a mua Daéng va khéng cé tuyét pha day
dwdng thi t6i da chay bay téi nha anh t6i d& khoe bai tho dwoc phd nhac.
Hbéng, c6 ban than cua téi khdng cé & day dé chia sé niém vui cla téi, trong
lic nay nhé dang dung dang dung dé & VN dén Tét cung gia dinh va ban bé.
Tbi goi cho Thu Xuan may qua nhé khéng bi ban rén vi dam chau ngoai luc
nay. Tdi cho nhé nghe va ch& 1oi phé binh. Cb hoc trd ca sy cua I&p t6i ngay
nao va ciing la mét trong nhirng hoc trdo cwng cua thay day nhac Lé hoang
Long da chat luv&i khen ngoi "Nhac nhw vay méi dang nghe chi bay gior cé
nhiéu bai nghe thy &n..." Chir &n ctia nhd kéo that dai... Nhd Hong va toi
thworng xam xi sau lwng Thanh Xuan "nhd nay cé 16i ndi chuyén giéng ba cu
non". Nhwng hém nay ba cu non ctia ching téi sao dé thwong chi la.

Nhac Bang Giang dwoc tay hda am tuyét véi Cao ngoc Dung cuing nhirng
giong hat ngot ngao nhw Tam Thw, Thuy An, Khanh Vy... d& cho nhirng
nguwdi di sau nhw tdi cd sén dwdng ma di theo. T ngay c6 tho phd nhac t6i
ban rén nhiéu hon va cbng viéc nha lwoi hon mét chat. Sau khi di lam vé, t0i
vao website “Hat hay khéng bang hay hat” dé theo dai va ting hd am tham
ban bé khap noi. Trong cac bai tho phd nhac clia anh Bang Giang t6i thich
bai Bién Hoa Ca cla anh LSP I&i tho va tiéng nhac hung hdn, nhac lai mot
Bién Hoa rat gan giii rat yéu thwong. Chiéu cubi nam lang bat cGa anh Thé
Nhan rat ngdng nghénh lang tt&. Nhirng bai thwong nhé ngudi tinh xa cla
chi Hoang anh Nguyét 13 tiéng ray rirc, thd dai. Va 16i tho trir tinh cla
Vuwong héng Ngoc trong Hay buédc nhe chan kéo la dau that nhe nhang, sau
lang. Qua “Hat Hay Khéng Bang Hay Hat” t6i bat gap vai khudn mét quen
thudc cla dai gia dinh Ngdé Quyén than yéu. Anh Tran kiéu Bac giong tho
mién Nam dé&c biét nhat la nhirng bai tho vé Me cla anh that tuyét voi. Tw
lau t6i chi cé dip thwdng thire tho cia anh qua giong ngam diéu luyén cla
nghé sy Hong Van. Vao day t6i mai biét anh ¢é nhiéu bai tho dwoc Cao
ngoc Dung phd nhac. Vay ma anh gidu kin khdng phé bién trén website Ngd
Quyén dé chia sé cung thay cd va ban bé. Anh Ngé can Chiéu mét nguoi
con cla dai GD Ngd Quyén da tai: vira sang tac nhac vira hda am vira la ca
sy. Téi da nghe nhirng bai nhac mai ctia anh, thich nhét 1a bai Tric Dao phé

tlr nguyén tac bai tho clia anh Nguyén T4t Nhién.
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Sau bao thang ch® mong, t6i da cd di mwdi hai bai nhac cho mét cuén CD
lwu niém. D6 1a thanh qua déng gép 1&n lao cla rat nhiéu ngudi: Nhac sy
phé nhac Bang Giang, nhac sy hda am Cao Ngoc Dung va cac ca sy :Tam
Thw, Thuy An, khanh Vy, Trung Hiéu. Ngoai ra nhirng I&i comment that dep
dén tlr cac anh chi, ban bé khap bén phwong nhw May Tim, Tiéu mudi,
NnHoa, Kym Ngoc, Anh Tuéan, N Chwong, Vién Duy, Dai San, Ngd Can
Chiéu, N L Khanh, H Hoa... vo chdng anh chi Dung Ba, Quang Ba cung cac
ban lam chung... Téi xin tran trong gitr nhirng cam nhan dep trong tim.

Cubi cuing xin cho téi gtvi I&i chan thanh cdm on dén Nhac sy Bang Giang.
Anh khéng nhirng la mét nhac s§ ky cwu cia nén am nhac mién Nam (nhw
|&i gidi thiéu ctia NS Nam Léc trong cudn ASIA gan day) ma anh con la mot
nhac s§ than thwong cla Bién Hoa. Cau bé hoc trd Tran van Khdi nam xwa
vi qua dam mé am nhac da bd hoc, don nha dén & chung véi thay day nhac
cla minh. Bay gi® vé&i tudi hon 70 anh van con gilr tdm hdn dat dao say mé
am nhac nhw thta hoc trd. Sau bao nam thang trdm trong cudc doi cé nhiéu
mat mat coé nhiéu thay déi nhwng tinh yéu am nhac trong anh van séng mai.
Anh da vui trong niém vui va budn trong néi buén qua cac bai tho ctia nhirng
thi s§ dan em. Dai khi cé nhitng cdm xuc bat chot dén vao nlra dém anh da
thirc day va ghi lai tteng ndt nhac trén trang gidy trang. Tat ca khéng vi mot
loi nhuan nhd nhoi ndo chi vi trai tim ndng nan cla ngwdi nhac sy.

Xin cdm on anh, cau chdc anh cling gia dinh gdp moi sw may man va an
lanh

THY LE TRANG
MASSACHUSETTS
(Bang tai v&i long nguwd'ng md ngudi Bién Hoa tai ba. BBT)

Nha tho Thy Lé Trang



ALLOW ME TO SHOW MY APPRECIATION

Before 1970, | had the opportunity to meet Musician Bang Giang several times.
Although he was not yet well-known in the Southern music scene, Bien Hoa City knew
him well.

Mr. Bang Giang enjoyed art and holiday activities such as Christmas and Tet and used
to participate in performance teams in military camps located in Bien Hoa.

As a man from the South, he was known for being honest and straightforward. He
discovered that my sister Mai had a talented singing voice, and he visited our home to
request permission from my parents to allow her to perform on Christmas Eve at Bach
Dang's military camp for their entertainment. The circumstances surrounding how he
found out about her voice remain a mystery.

My parents allowed my sister to sing and | got the chance to accompany her. Despite
having a good voice, my sister had never been on stage, not even a small outdoor
one, so she was feeling confused. With the help of the guys in the band, my sister's
impromptu singing performance went relatively well.

| was young and quiet at that time, sitting behind the band. The band members used to
bring me candy to “chew for fun”. | was allowed to attend shows like that a few times.
Shortly after, my two close friends Luu and Ba met Mr. Thao, the owner of Cong
Khanh quarry in Buu Long. Mr. Thao was an artistic and cheerful individual, who was
known for his generosity.

(The profession of stone mining and carving has a longstanding reputation in Bien
Hoa, Dong Nai.)

Mr. Thao was a close friend and relative of Mr. Bang Giang. He helped Musician Bang
Giang and Singer Che Linh when they were unknown. Mr. Thao was very skilled at
sharing fascinating stories. He often shared stories about his youth with the trio Bang
Giang, Che Linh, and himself, describing their mischief and fun.

We enjoyed listening to Mr. Thao's story, especially the part where he described
wandering the streets without money and food. One time, they went to a pho
restaurant and ordered a large meal. After finishing their meal and drinks, all three of
them quickly got up and ran away. A few years later, Thao was put in charge of
managing the family's quarry by his father. With money in hand, he went to the old
restaurant to pay and apologize to the owner, who was very surprised.

Despite the ongoing war, Bien Hoa remained a peaceful and prosperous place. During
this period, the music in Southern Vietnam was characterized by a variety of rich and
captivating tonal colors.Youth music was popular and the pre-war music by Doan
Chuan, Tu Linh, and Van Cao... was still admired.

Everyone's emotions were touched by the music of artists such as Pham Duy, Tu
Cong Phung, Vu Thanh An, Ngo Thuy Mien, Truong Sa, and Hoang Thi Tho, as well
as writers of songs about troops like Tran Thien Thanh and Truc Phuong.

Around this period, "Sad Night in a Small Province" and "Song of Memories," two
songs by Bang Giang and Che Linh, made their debuts on the Southern music scene.
Phuong Dung and Che Linh's singing was widely heard thanks to the recording wave.
During our adolescent years, my friends and | had carefree and lovable lives.
Thoughts about war were fleeting, and then they vanished. Producing newspapers,
selling newspapers, and visiting outposts to offer consolation to soldiers were just a
few of our many ardent pursuits. Furthermore, we were lured into a different reality by
school-age dating and fantasizing.

Mr. Thao nearly disappeared from our lives, and his stories about Bang Giang and
Che Linh gradually faded into the past. | thought | had forgotten about the past events
and would never get the chance to go back to them. But the beautiful and poetic lyrics
of Bang Giang's songs took me back to earlier times.
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| did not get a chance to speak with Mr. Bang Giang until early in 2010. | forwarded
him the poem "Love of the Sea" to be set to music.

Shortly after, Mr. Bang Giang called me and said in a clear and amiable voice, "Trang,
have you heard the song Love of the Sea yet? Could you share your thoughts with
me?”

He emailed me the music right away as soon as he realized | hadn't heard it. Whoa!
Thuy An's voice was so delicate and beautiful, the music was so honest and mild, and
Cao Ngoc Dung's harmony was so melodious. My heart felt like it sprang out of the
thrust. "I heard the song, it's so cute, | like it so much!" | gave a loud yell into the
phone.

| didn't know if Mr. Bang Giang was deafened by my scream, but my husband was
startled. He had to pause what he was viewing on TV to see what had happened to
me. He shook his head, grinned, and left the room after being sure it was only an
emotional reaction to a song. If it weren't winter and there wasn't snow on the streets, |
would have rushed to my brother's house to show off the poetry that was set to music.
My dearest buddy Hong wasn't present to celebrate with me.

She was now having a nice time celebrating Tet with her family and friends in Vietnam.
Fortunately, Thu Xuan wasn't preoccupied with her grandkids when | phoned. | let her
hear me out and waited for feedback.

Thu Xuan who was the former singer student of my class and also one of the favorite
students of music teacher Le Hoang Long clucked her tongue and complimented,
saying, "The music seems to be new and worth listening to,but nowadays there are
many songs that are too boring to listen to.. ." She stretched out the word “boring”.
Hong and | whispered behind Thanh Xuan's back, "She speaks like a young lady". But
our young lady is adorable today.

Bang Giang’s music was masterfully harmonized by Cao Ngoc Dung with endearing
vocals such as Tam Thu, Thuy An, and Khanh Vy... to provide a clear road for thoss
followers like me.

| am busier and a little lazy with housework since | have my poetry set to music. After
coming home from work, | access the website "Singing Well Is Not So Good as
Singing Regularly" to follow and silently support my friends. Among Mr. Bang Giang's
poems set to music, | like Mr. LSD's "Bien Hoa Ca" with poetic lyrics and eloquent
music, recalling a very close and loving Bien Hoa.

Mr. The Nhan's song "Wandering Last Afternoon of the Year" shows a very arrogant
and unconstrained personality. Ms. Hoang Anh Nguyet's songs about missing her
long-distance partner are filled with sighs and longings. And Vuong Hong

Ngoc's poetic lyrics in "Tread Lightly, Lest Your Leaves Hurt" are gentle and profound.
"Singing Well is Not So Good As Singing Regularly” brings back memories of some of
the cherished Ngo Quyen family's faces.

Poems by Mr. Tran Kieu Bac have a unique poetic Southern dialect, and his poems
about his mother are particularly impressive. For a long time, | only enjoy his poetry
through the skillful recitation of artist Hong Van. Now, on this website, | learn that he
has many poems set to music by Cao Ngoc Dung. Yet he keeps them secret and does
not publish them on Ngo Quyen's website to share with teachers and friends.

Mr. Ngo Can Chieu, another multi-talented son of the Ngo Quyen family, is capable of
composing music, harmonizing music, and is also a singer. | have listened to his new
songs, and Truc Dao, which is based on the original poem by Nguyen Tat Nhien, is my
favorite.

After many months of waiting, now | have a memento CD of twelve tracks. That is the
outstanding work of several individuals, including Composer Bang Giang, Harmony
Musician Cao Ngoc Dung, Singers Tam Thu, Thuy An, Khanh Vy, and Trung Hieu.

In addition, brothers, sisters, and friends from all over the globe, including May Tim,
Tieu Muoi, NN Hoa, Kym Ngoc, Anh Tuan, N Chuong, Vien Duy, Dai San, Ngo Can
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Chieu, NL Khanh, H Hoa, Dung Ba and his wife, and Quang Ba and his friends, have
also sent me lovely remarks.

| honorably hold these lovely emotions close to my heart.

Lastly, | would want to express my gratitude to Musician Bang Giang. According to
Artist Nam Loc's introduction of him in the most recent ASIA book, he is not just a
seasoned performer in the Southern music scene but also a well-liked musician in Bien
Hoa.

Because he was so passionate about music, former student Tran Van Khoi left school
and moved in with his music teacher. Even at the age of seventy-plus, he still has the
same enthusiasm for music as a student.

His passion of music endures throughout years of ups and downs, losses, and
changes in his life. The poems of young poets made him sad in grief and joyous in
pleasure. Occasionally, he wakes up in the middle of the night to jot down all of his
abrupt feelings on a blank paper. All of this is done out of the musician's pure
enthusiasm and not for a little financial gain.

Thank you, and best of luck and peace to you and your family.

THY LE TRANG

MASSACHUSETTS

(Posted in appreciation of the gifted Bien Hoa personage. Editorial Board.)

English translation by Nguyen Khac Phuoc.

*k*k

Bam chudt vao lién két sau dé nghe:
MUQ'l CA KHUC CUA NHAC Si BANG GIANG PHO THO THY LE TRANG

Nguén: https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/vbagvn/7834DE70-1990-4E73-B165-
9590E9A633CA%40gmail.com.

www.viethamvanhien.orq
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http://www.vietnamvanhien.org/
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